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DOES THE CARIBBEAN
REALLY NEED A CRICKET
ACADEMY?

Absolutely, a Cricket acade-
my is a way to encourage and
promote the sport within the
Caribbean. Especially now,
since the national team isn’t
playing the sort of cricket
which it has been remembered
for. The likes of soccer and
basketball are the main attrac-
tion for kids in the Caribbean.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE
CRICKET?

My dad is a big fan of the
West Indies side. He’d regular-
ly take me to the park to play
cricket. It never really meant
much to me until one day one
of the balls he was bowling hit
me in the lip and drew blood.
He looked at me, turned his
back and went back to his
mark, ready to strike again. In
his Trinidadian accent, he said
to me: “You have a bat-use it!
I have a ball and you are in
the way of me hitting the
stumps, either you let me hit
the stumps or I have to hit
you!” 

Through the tears and pain,
I hit the next ball for 4 and I
thank him for not coming
over to console me. The mixed
emotions of pain, fear, confu-
sion, joy and relief were all
experienced from the ball
releasing from his hand to me
making connection with the
bat. From that moment I fell
in love with the game called
cricket. So I would say it’s a
combination of my dad intro-
ducing to me and then the
sport calling me.

DID SCHOOL HAVE AN
INFLUENCE AS WELL?

Yes. I played cricket at
school, club and district, by 11
years-old I was playing with
adults. Watching, the West
Indian world league and the
Clive Lloyd cup are memories
as a child which sticks fondly
with me.

DESCRIBE A TYPICAL DAY
IN YOUR JOB AS CRICKET
COACH...

My day, it a bit different to
most coaches. I cover a wide
area for my coaching sessions
having set up academies, in
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Kent. 

It takes about an hour to get
to each academy which I
enjoy and gives me time to
plan my session on the train. 

I see myself like an actor
performing a role. The stage is
my session and the audiences
are the people I coach. If I can
encourage them to listen and
believe in the dream, that they
can be successful cricketers
then I’m fulfilling my role.
During the coaching session I
try to make as interactive as
possible. Students are given
constructive feedback and in
the long run we encourage
them to become coaches.
Every session has the same
structure of a warm up, skill
of the day, skill drill, match,
and then it concludes with an
evaluation.

ARE THERE ANY BUDDING
CRICKET PLAYERS THAT
WE SHOULD WATCH OUT
FOR?

In the last 5 years I have
contributed to over 20 kids
playing district cricket and
have produced 2 county stan-
dard players. I am always
looking to provide opportuni-
ties for young people to play
cricket. 

If I believe they show
potential to play cricket
beyond just for fun, I will
always encourage this and do
whatever is necessary to
ensure that they are able to
access the opportunity to
showcase their talents at dis-
trict and county level-
However they must show will-
ing and commitment.

WHY HAVE THE WEST
INDIES LOST THEIR EDGE
WITH CRICKET IN THE
LAST DECADE?

There are many factors
behind this, although as I
mentioned earlier the influ-
ence of basketball and soccer,
with the large amounts of
money the players of these
sports receive, has got to be
one of the main factors. 

The national team failing to
produce consistent match
winning performances, with
various other political issues,
have contributed to West
Indies cricket decline.
Investment has been a real
issue but it’s good that the
cricket board is addressing the
issue by releasing money to
local cricket clubs across the
Caribbean - which can only be
a positive move.

A DOCUMENTARY
RECENTLY FEATURED YOUR
CRICKET ACADEMY. WHY
THE SUDDEN INTEREST IN
WHAT YOU ARE DOING?

The Community channel is
excellent at showcasing grass-
roots sport, I was fortunate to
be featured in their weekly
show called Your Sport in
April 2010 which profiled the
work I was doing in one of my
academies and focused the
impact cricket can have in
local communities. 

The community channel’s
campaign Community
Champions, raises awareness
of the great work many peo-
ple do at grassroots level. I
was announced as a
Community Champion winner
in Dec 2010. 

HOW DO YOU BECOME A
CRICKET COACH?

I became a cricket coach
through being attached to a
local cricket club.  The club
encouraged me to take coach-
ing badges. The England and
Wales Cricket Board, is the
national governing body for
cricket, are very supportive to
anybody interested in cricket
coaching. 

The other great thing is
SKY joined in partnership
with the national coaching
qualification, this meant that
the money I paid towards the
course was refunded to me on
completion. Volunteering
definitely, helped me develop
the confidence to be able to
coach in the community and
was an invaluable experience.
This then opened opportuni-
ties for me to coach cricket at
Lords and in Australia.

HOW IS CARIBDIRECT
CONNECTED TO THE
ACADEMY?

Caribdirect invited me to do
an online interview in Feb and
in the interview I revealed my
childhood dream to wanting
to coach in the Caribbean. I
joked saying I thought I would
have to be over 40 before it
would ever happen. 

The vision for Caribdirect is
to provide an internet service
dedicated to bringing the var-
ious islands together through
its news portal, which carries
stories from around the West

Indies. Within a month from
the publication of the online
interview I did with
Caribdirect,  I signed a con-
tract to develop cricket acade-
mies in the Caribbean. 

IS THE FOCUS TO GROW A
NEW GENERATION OF WEST
INDIAN CRICKET STARS?

These cricket academies
won’t just be about young
people playing amazing crick-
et, but will also aim to give an
all round experience.  It’s just
as important for our players to
feel empowered to be success-
ful in whatever field they may
choose to follow. 

Not every player will be the
next Brian Lara. However they
will be able to raise their
heads with confidence and
feel able to achieve whatever
goal they set their heart on.
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